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2019 JPMS Board 
Installation

Jefferson Parish Medical Society held its 60th Installation Dinner-Dance honoring 
the 2019 officers on February 9, 2019. 2019 officers include President Dr. Gabe Rivera-
Rodriguez, Vice-President Dr. Tanya Busenlener, Secretary Dr. Mark Rice, Treasurer 
Dr. Eric Ehrensing, Board of Censors Chair Dr. Jonathan Boraski, Members-at-Large 
Drs. Harold Miller and Lindsay York Fantaci and Immediate Past President Dr. John 
Wales. 

The installation event held at Metairie Country Club was co-hosted by Orleans 
Parish Medical Society. The JPMS 2018 Medical Student Scholarship was presented 
during the fun-filled evening with entertainment by The Arrhythmia Band.
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Pictured with Dr. 
John Wales is Chris-
tine Petrin, a third 
year medical student 
at Tulane who was 
awarded the JPMS 
2018 Medical Stu-
dent Scholarship at 
the JPMS Installation Dinner in February

Where is JPMS going?
By Gabriel Rivera-Rodriguez, M.D., President, Jefferson Parish 
Medical Society

The mandate of Jefferson Parish Medical 
Society is “to assist in the advancement of 
medical science; to improve the delivery of 
medical care in Jefferson Parish; to provide 
timely health education and information to the 
people and physicians of Jefferson Parish; to 
render medical services to the people of Jefferson 
Parish in times of disaster; to further medical 
education; and to work with and support other 

medical societies of the State of Louisiana, the Louisiana State 
Medical Society, and the American Medical Association.” (JPMS, 
2007-2019)

The role of JPMS in the community has been eroded by 
different interests. Some of those interests have been altruistic 
in nature, others for reasons that are unclear. The polarization of 
the society in Jefferson Parish has made it easier for healthcare to 
be fractured.

In the past, many of the practicing physicians in Jefferson Par-
ish were independent, worked out of small groups, and shared the 
brunt of the healthcare in our parish. Physicians used to call each 
other frequently to discuss difficult cases. Now we communicate 
via email or terribly designed electronical medical records.

Emergency room call was something we did to pay back 

society, with no questions asked and no expectation of payment. 
Today, it is very difficult to find a physician to volunteer for ER 
call or one who is willing to accept on call assignments for the 
emergency room. Why is that?

Today the percentages are changing with a great number of 
physicians working for either public or private hospitals. These 
hospitals work under the mandate of their Board of Directors 
and many times the mandates of individual hospitals are 
different and not in concert with their competing institutions. 
Why is that?

There’s a fracture in medical care where primary care MDs 
very seldom follow their patients from childhood to the end of 
life. Why is that? Patients ask- Why isn’t my doctor coming to see 
me in the hospital? What is that all about? The fracture of society 
has driven the healthcare in our parish and in our state to be 
extremely ineffective and terribly unaffordable.

This year the Jefferson Parish Medical Society will be more 
proactive with the local healthcare providers and various interested 
parties. Our focus will be to go back to what we know works-
1) Access to simple and effective preventive healthcare for all;
2) Identify and prevent what is getting our community ill;
3) Relearn how to listen to our patients, neighbors, friends and 
family. Relearn how to talk to other healthcare providers;
4) Help develop alternative forms of healthcare delivery and
5) Promote more avenues for learning.
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Patient advocacy and professional development through physician leadership
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OPMS President, Dr. George Ellis 
with JPMS President, Dr. Gabe 
Rivera

January 2019 JPMS/OPMS Installation

Dr. Gabe Rivera accepts the presidential 
gavel from Dr. John Wales

JPMS Past Presidents



Celebrating50
Years

Congratulations to the following 
50-year physicians of

Orleans & Jefferson Parish
who were honored by

Orleans Medical Society Alliance 
at their annual Doctors Day 
Brunch on March 24, 2019:

David Learned, MD- JPMS

Mario McNally, MD- OPMS

Edward Soll, MD- JPMS

Bernard Brach, MD- OPMS

Eduardo Persand, MD- JPMS

Dhanpat Mohnot, MD- JPMS

Jack Jacob, MD- OPMS

Errol Genet, MD- OPMS

Eleanor Krimerman, MD- JPMS

Mario Kakazu, MD- OPMS

Edward Levy, MD- JPMS

Kamalakant Thaly, MD- JPMS

LSMS House of Delegates
Jefferson Parish Medical Society members served as District II delegates at 

Louisiana State Medical Society’s 138th annual House of Delegates in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana in January. Proceedings from the meeting can be found at lsms.org.
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Drs. Mark Rice & Gabe Rivera

Drs. Gabe Rivera, Rick Paddock & Daniel Gallagher
Drs. Lisa Casey & Kathleen Sullivan

Drs. Daniel Gallagher, Gabe Rivera, Robert McCord and Robert Chugden

Drs. Kathleen Sullivan & Bart Farris

We Thank Our
2019 JPMS DELEGATION

to the Louisiana State Medical Society:
Jonathan Boraski, MD
David Broussard, MD

Lisa Casey, MD
Robert Chugden, MD

Bart Farris, MD
Daniel Gallagher, MD
Daniel Johnson, MD
Owen Leftwich, MD
Robert McCord, MD
Harold Miller, MD

Richard Paddock, MD
Mark Rice, MD

Gabe Rivera, MD
Kathleen Sullivan, MD

Lindsay York-Fantaci, MD

http://lsms.org
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Top Five Considerations to Bear In 
Mind Before Closing a Medical Practice

A common question asked of LAMMICO representatives 
is what to do when a physician makes the decision to close a 
medical practice. When this significant change occurs, there 
are procedures and responsibilities that must be carried out 
by the policyholder. Whether changes occur as a result of a 
policyholder’s retirement, death or practice relocation to another 
community, the responsibilities remain the same. Healthcare 
providers must allow time for patients to make arrangements 
for continued medical care. They must comply with state law 
on managing medical records and take steps to avoid charges of 
patient abandonment.

When guiding a physician through the closing of a practice, 
we typically hear questions such as:
1. I am retiring from practice. What steps must I take to notify 

my patients?
Avoid scheduling any new patients or procedures for at least 

two months prior to retirement and give your patients 60 days 
notice prior to closing the practice. LAMMICO provides sample 
form letters to mail to your patients that can be obtained from 
your local LAMMICO Risk Manager. Post the information in 
your office and verbally notify patients who call in or come into 
your office. Notifications should include all of the following: 
the date the practice will close; name of physician taking over 
practice, if applicable; names of physicians willing to accept new 
patients or other sources of physician referral; and instructions 
for obtaining medical records or having them transferred to 
another physician.
2. My practice is moving out of state. Does LAMMICO’s 

coverage automatically follow me?
LAMMICO’s coverage does not automatically transfer if you 

move out of state.  Please contact your Underwriter to discuss 
the possibility of continuing coverage with LAMMICO as well 
as any potential rate changes and new exposures. The last thing 
you want is a lapse in coverage. It’s crucial that you notify your 
Underwriter or Marketing representative of any changes to 
practice personnel, the use of telehealth and especially inter-state 
activity.

LAMMICO underwrites policies in Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. Through our Risk Retention Group, 
we may be able to secure your coverage in other states - but you’ll 
want to speak with a knowledgeable Marketing Representative 
first.
3. Do I need to purchase “Tail” insurance coverage when I 

retire?
Occurrence policies do not require extended reporting 

endorsements (tails) if coverage is discontinued. This is because 
if the insured event occurs during the policy’s period, then 
coverage under the Occurrence policy applies regardless of when 
the claim is made.

Claims-Made policies, however, do require the purchase of 

tails if the coverage is discontinued. This 
is because the policy only covers claims that are made during the 
policy period. Future claims may arise and be first reported after 
the termination date of your Claims-Made policy. A reporting 
endorsement or tail provides insurance for covered losses arising 
after your retroactive date and reported after your policy’s 
termination date.

The LAMMICO Claims-Made policy includes a waiver of 
the reporting endorsement premium if the policyholder dies, 
becomes permanently disabled, or if the policyholder decides 
to permanently retire from the practice of medicine while the 
claims-made policy is in force. With respect to the retiring 
practitioner, certain age and years insured requirements apply.
4. Sadly, our physician partner has passed away. Can office 

staff release medical charts to the patients?
No. Do not release original records. Louisiana state law 

requires that original medical records be retained for six years 
after the date of the last treatment. There must be a designated 
custodian of the records with arrangement for storage, 
safekeeping and access for release of records. The federal 
government may audit records of beneficiaries (Medicare and 
Medicaid) for 10 years. In the case of pediatric patients, the 
Louisiana State Medical Society recommends keeping records 
until age 21. Notify the patients that photocopies of the medical 
records will be available to them or to the physician of their 
choice. Obtain a signed medical release from the patient before 
providing copies. Sample HIPAA-compliant medical release 
forms are available through your local LAMMICO Risk Manager.
5. Who else should be notified of closing a medical practice?

The LAMMICO Underwriting Department, hospitals 
with whom the physician has privileges, the Louisiana State 
Board of Medical Examiners, the Louisiana Board of Pharmacy, 
the Federal DEA, managed care companies with whom the 
physician has contracts, other insurers and business contacts, the 
Louisiana State Medical Society and other professional medical 
organizations. While this list is a good place to start, there may 
be others unique to your practice, so we recommend speaking to 
your LAMMICO Risk Manager to obtain an assessment of your 
best next steps.

If you are a LAMMICO insured and facing these kinds 
of changes within your medical practice, contact LAMMICO 
Risk Management and Patient Safety Department to request 
a checklist and sample medical practice closure forms and let 
them answer any questions you might have during this time 
of transition. LAMMICO policyholders may also log in as a 
Member on LAMMICO.com to access their “LAMMICO Risk 
Management Reference Guide” for supplemental information.

© LAMMICO. All rights reserved. Reproduced with permission. 
This is not legal or business advice and does not establish standards of care.

https://www.lammico.com/team-risk-management
https://www.lammico.com/contact
https://www.lammico.com/article/LA-telemedicine-rules
https://www.lammico.com/Marketing
https://www.lammico.com/team-risk-management
https://www.lammico.com/contact
http://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/contact-us
http://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/contact-us
http://www.pharmacy.la.gov/
https://www.dea.gov/contact.shtml
http://lsms.org/general/?type=CONTACT
https://www.lammico.com/team-risk-management
http://www.lammico.com/login
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Drs. Johns Wales & Gabe Rivera Physicians of JPMS & OPMS

January 2019 Jefferson & Orleans Parish Medical Societies 
cohosted a Caucus of Delegation

Drs. Maurice Sholas, Tanya Busenlener, 
Myra Kleinpeter

Dr. Gabe Rivera, 
Rachel Nunez, 
Dr. George Ellis

Dr. John Heaton, 
LA Senator 
Conrad Appel, Dr. 
Laura Trunk, Dr. 
Daniel Caplan

March 2019 JPMS/OPMS Legislative Mixer

Drs. Floyd 
Buras, 
David 
Broussard, 
Matthew 
Lilien,
Bill Daly

Dr. Rick 
Paddock,
Shelia
Paddock, 
Rhonda 
Connick, LA 
Representative 
Patrick 
Connick
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JPMS MEMBER 
DISCOUNTS:

n	 AAA
n	 Audubon Zoo
n	 Broadway New Orleans
n	 Doctor’s Exchange Answering Service
n	 EJGH Wellness Center
n	 LA Drug Card
n	 Medical Waste Management
n	 Office Depot
n	 Omni Hotel New Orleans
n	 Roosevelt Hotel New Orleans
n	 Royal Sonesta Hotel New Orleans
n	 West Jefferson Medical Center Fitness Center
n	 YMCA East Jefferson

Progress Notes
Publication of the Jefferson Parish Medical Society

K. Barton Farris, M.D., Editor
Jodi T. Schwing, Associate Editor

4937 Hearst St., Suite 2B • Metairie, LA 70001 • 504-455-8282

JPMS Membership 
Service / Value

•	 Advocacy for physicians in political, 
regulatory and economic arenas.

•	 Networking & Collegiality through special 
activities and meetings, members network 
with colleagues in every specialty and 
practice setting. 

•	 Referral Resources for patients seeking 
assistance in selecting a physician. 

•	 Pictorial Directory available on our website. 

•	 Discounts and Benefits for members

S A V E  T H E  D A T E
JUNE 12, 2019: HIV RESEARCH FOR PREVENTION (HIVR4P 2018) Post Conference Update
 by Antonio Urbina, MD, Simply Speaking HIV
 Flemings Restaurant, Metairie, LA, 6:30pm
JUNE 27, 2019: HEALTH BENEFITS OF WINE
 Wine Tasting with James Moises, MD
 Oak Wine Bar, New Orleans, 6:30pm
JULY 18, 2019: PROVIDER WELL BEING, PHYSICIAN CME
 by Pamela Parsons, MD, LAMMICO
 Andrea’s Restaurant, Metairie, LA, 6:30pm
SEPTEMBER 18, 2019: MACRA/MIPS UPDATE
 by Jeremy Lapeyrouse, Director of Healthsync LA
 Location TBA

PRACTICE 
MATTERS

Have you added a new physician to your practice? Contact JPMS 
to request a new member application or download an application 
from our website, jpms.org. 

Is this your first year in practice? If you are a LAMMICO 
policyholder and this is your first year of practice, your dues may 
be paid by LAMMICO. Contact JPMS for more information. 

Are you hiring or do you have medical office equipment to sell?  
JPMS members can post a classified ad FREE of charge on jpms.
org. Contact JPMS for more information.
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JPMS is ONLINE
JPMS Website:  Our website has been updated.  Visit www.jpms.org for information on upcoming events and 
links to member benefits.  

Follow JPMS on Facebook, Twitter & LinkedIn:  Don’t miss the latest postings by JPMS on Facebook, Twitter 
& LinkedIn.  

Renew Your JPMS-LSMS Membership online:  To renew your membership online, visit the JPMS website, 
www.jpms.org.  Multi-year discounts are available.

— Jefferson Physician Foundation  —
Submitted by Dr. Carlos Rodriguez-Fierro

The Jefferson Physician Foundation 
(“JPF”) had the first Board of Directors 
meeting of 2019 on March 19. At this 
meeting, the following members were 
elected to the Executive Board of Direc-
tors: Dr. Robert McCord, President; Dr. 
Neil Wolfson, Vice President; Dr. Moham-
med Suleman, Treasurer; Dr. Carlos Ro-
driguez-Fierro, Past President/ Executive 
Director. JPMS Executive Director Jodi 
Schwing has agreed to assist the JPF with 
administrative functions. 

Through the unwavering support 
and work of Ana De La Garza and Ana 
Cabello-De La Garza, JPF has been na-
tionally recognized for its leadership and 
collaboration in promoting healthcare 

education, healthy lifestyles, and cancer 
and cardiovascular awareness. Cabello-De 
La Garza gave JPF national recognition as 
JPF co-lead the CDC sponsored campaign 
“ Show Your Love.” Ana De La Garza, in 
collaboration with the CDC, HMA and 
Walgreens, coordinated campaigns to 
deliver flu vaccines to nearly 3,000 people 
in Louisiana, North Carolina, and South 
Carolina through eighteen flu-clinics. JPF 
has partnered and signed MOUs with 
YMCA-New Orleans, Jambalaya News, 
and the Western Carolina Medical Society 
Foundation. With the gracious assistants 
and talents of Drs. Robert McCord, Tlaloc 
Alferez, Luis Arencibia and Carlos Rodri-
guez-Fierro, JPF has actively participated 
in multiple health outreach events. 

We congratulate Ana for receiving her 
certification of the ACA under the West-
ern Carolina Medial Society Foundation. 
We are blessed to have so many active vol-
unteers who donate their talents and time 
to help those in need. 

The JPF, in part, is a vehicle through 
which our members can guide their tal-
ents and desires to make a positive differ-
ence in our community. We welcome your 
input, talent, donations and participation 
to help us continue with our community 
work. JPF is also evaluating the develop-
ment of a physician wellness program and 
a program for burnout prevention. Help 
us make a difference in our community 
and with our colleagues. 

I would like to support the Jefferson Physicians’ Foundation by:
n Volunteering my time and talents
n Donating in-kind items and services
n Making a monetary donation
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________________

E-mail: __________________________________________________________________
Checks payable to:
Jefferson Physicians’ Foundation
4937 Hearst Street, Suite 2B  •  Metairie, LA  70001
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http://www.jpms.org
http://www.jpms.org


As a mutual company, LAMMICO is committed to the interests of 
our policyholders – we are not beholden to stockholders. We seek 
input and insight from policyholders and give them a seat at the 
table to oversee our operations. At LAMMICO, it’s more than a 
little something extra.
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The attorney responsible for this advertisement is Steve Pizzo, who can be reached at
3421 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 900, Metairie, LA, 504.831.4091

Strategic Planning. 
Skillful Execution. 
Impressive Results.

WWW.BLUEWILLIAMS.COM
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